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More than one in three young women
in Africa were married or in union before

Across Africa, 125 million girls and women alive today age 18. with levels varying widely
were married before their 18th birthday. ! .
across countries

Fig. 1 Percentage of women aged 20 to 24 years who

More than 1 in 3 young women in Africa were married in . . . .
were first married or in union before age 18

childhood, and 1 in 10 before their 15th birthday.

In Central, Southern and Eastern Africa, at least 30 per cent
of young women were married before age 18. In Western
Africa, where the percentage is higher (over 40 per cent),
child brides are also younger — this sub-region has the
world’s highest prevalence of marriage before age 15.

The prevalence of child marriage varies across countries,
ranging from as low as 2 per cent in Tunisia to as high as

76 per cent in Niger. Of the 10 countries worldwide where '

child marriage is most common, nine are located in Africa.
Child marriage levels have decreased slightly compared B More than 60% ‘
to earlier generations; around 2000, nearly 40 per cent of = ‘2‘1‘283
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young women were married before age 18. At or below 20%

No comparable data in
UNICEF global databases

Today, levels of child marriage are below 10 per cent in seven
countries (Algeria, Djibouti, Eswatini, Namibia, Rwanda,
South Africa and Tunisia) compared to just four countries
(Algeria, Djibouti, Namibia and Tunisia) 15 years ago.

Of the seven African countries with child marriage Fig. 2 Percentage of women aged 20 to 24 years who
prevalence above 50 per cent, four (Burkina Faso, Central were first married or in union before ages 15 and 18
African Republic, Chad and South Sudan) show no signs

of decline. 100
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Progress in reducing child marriage in Africa is
insufficient — at the current rate, it would take at least 100 80
years to eliminate the practice.
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Child marriage has become slightly less common across Africa in the past 15 years

Fig. 3 Percentage of women aged 20 to 24 years who were first married or in union before age 18
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Some countries in Africa have made great progress in reducing child marriage, even
from high starting levels

Fig. 4 Percentage of women aged 20 to 24 years who were first married or in union before age 18
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A substantial acceleration of progress will be needed across Africa in order to eliminate
child marriage by 2030

Fig. 5 Average annual rate of reduction (%) in the percentage of women aged 20 to 24 years who were first married or
in union before age 18, observed and required for elimination
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